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THE HOL Y ROMAN EMPIRE.

' Imperial-
ism : *
Roman,
French, and
mediaval.

Germanic Empire had long ere its death lost right: it had
lived on, when honour and nature bade it die: it had
become what the empire of the Moguls was, and that
of the Ottomans is now, a curious relic of antiquity,
over which the imaginative might muse, but which the
mass of men would push aside with impatient contempt.
But institutions, like men, should be judged by their
prime.
The comparison of the old Roman Empire with its
Germanic representative raises a question which has been
a good deal canvassed of late years. That wonderful
system which Julius Caesar'and his subtle nephew erected
upon the ruins of the republican constitution of Rome
has been made the type of a certain form of government
and of a certain set of social as well as political arrange-
ments, to which, or rather to the theory whereof they are
a part, there has been given the name of Imperialism.
The sacrifice of the individual to the mass, the concentra-
tion of all legislative and judicial powers in the person of
the sovereign, the centralization of the administrative
system, the maintenance of order by a large military force,
the substitution of the influence of public opinion for the
control of representative assemblies, are commonly taken,
whether rightly or wrongly, to characterize that theory.
Its enemies cannot deny that it has before now given
and may again give to nations a sudden and violent
access of aggressive energy; that it has often achieved the
glory (whatever that may be) of war and conquest; that
it has a better title to respect in the ease with which it
may be made, as it was by the Flavian and Antonine
Csesars of old, and at the beginning of this century by
Napoleon in France, the instrument of comprehensive
reforms in law and government. The parallel between